POINCARll
•two years previously. The same month the President had said to Judet: "Russia has an enormous future, her 'power is in full development. . . . In two years there will be war. All my efforts will be directed towards setting us in readiness."
Poincare walks to and fro on deck, thinking of the last hour of ceremony when the Tsar, his guest here on board, exchanged toasts with him, paced up and down at his side, and applauded each suggestive phrase as it fell from him. Would their effect be lasting? The Tsar had seen through him clearly enough, for soon afterwards he told his Danish cousins: "/# any case, M. Poincare does not want peace for its own sake, as I do. He believes in a successful war."
Probably in this hour the President once more reviews the recent epoch. Is it really only five weeks since he formed a cabinet with his nervous associate Viviani ? Elections for the Chamber in April, then the infernal second ballots, ending in the victory of the Socialists in May, a few more opponents of the three years' military service entering the Chamber at the last moment. Pale"ologue claimed the victory for himself; he said that he had convinced the President.
And what may Viviani be thinking of during these hours on board the France! More emotional and more cynical than Poincare", and also less pedantic, he seems to be the right Chief of Staff for the other's Field-Marshal attitude. Is he not quietly enjoying the joke of Paleo-logue's excitement over social details; his fetching Lemaitre specially from Paris to arrange the flowers for the dinner in the Embassy? It is true that afterwards his Ambassador had given him some important hints of how feeling was running. At the revue in the Grand Duke's tent the two Montenegrins, Anastasia and Militza, had chattered to him: "Don'tyou realise that we are passing through historical days, fateful days! I've had a telegram from my father to-day. He tells me we shall have war before the end of the month! What a hero my father is!
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